
 

 

Forecasting the Impact of Autonomous Vehicles   

Steve Wilson, SRF 

States, counties and local communities preparing new comprehensive and 

project plans are increasingly interested in understanding how introducing au-

tonomous vehicles (AV) will shape those plans. In addition to the vehicle tech-

nology, a continuing move to purchased mobility (think Uber and Car2Go) the 

landscape of travel demand is changing. Many researchers believe by 2040 

driver-controlled vehicles will be a relic. Vehicles with some automation (Level 

1 in NHTSA nomenclature) are already commercially available, and fully self-

driving vehicles (Level 4) are being tested. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those responsible for looking into the future to forecast travel demand will 

need to be ready to respond to questions on the effects of connected/

autonomous transportation systems. Are we up to the task? How can we best 

inform policymakers and system designers?   

In each issue, the INCITER features an article coordinated by one of NCITEôs technical committees. 
This article is a contribution from the Planning Methods and Applications Committee. 
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Joe Gustafson,  2016 NCITE President 
 
Greetings, NCITE members! 

 

While it certainly seems like an especially busy year for our profession and for 
the NCITE Board, I hope that all  of you have been able to break away from 
our hard work of improving transportation and spend some time enjoying this 
unusually pleasant summer! 
 
While NCITE activities become less frequent during the summer, our June 
NCITE scholarship fundraiser and our July Summer Social were both a great 
time for those who were able to attend.  My thanks especially to the firms that 
donated raffle prizes for the scholarship fundraiser, to Jake Folkeringa for do-
ing the legwork to keep our raffle in compliance with our state's rules, and for 
Jeff Preston for helping to secure the venue at Fulton Brewery.  Our sum-
mer social at Brit's Pub was well-attended and blessed with pleasant weather 
for hours of lawn bowling on the rooftop! 
 
With the end of summer being upon us, I encourage you to begin thinking about running for a position on the 
2017 NCITE Board.  As always, we will have three director positions open, in addition to secretary and treas-
urer.  Even if you have served on the board in the past, I encourage you to consider serving again!  Director 
positions and treasurer are only one-year commitments, and are essential to putting together our section 
meetings, social events, and helping to set the vision and priorities for our section.  If running for the board 
just isn't in the cards for you, help with recruiting candidates is always appreciated as well. 
 
In addition to the executive board, NCITE always needs volunteers to chair our numerous technical and 
standing committees, and presenters and participants as well.  If you have worked on a unique project or re-
search effort and want to help others learn from your experience, please contact the appropriate committee 
chair.  Our technical committees are a great way to help get young members involved in NCITE, and attend-
ance at them is highly dependent on the potential for learning and sharing knowledge and insights. 
 
Lastly, NCITE, in partnership with our Midwestern District of ITE, is in the running to be the host location for 
the 2018 ITE international meeting!  While we are awaiting of a formal decision from ITE international, all indi-
cations thus far have been very positive.  Many thanks to all who have been helping in this effort thus 
far.  Stay tuned! 
 
Cheers and enjoy the waning days of summer! 
 
Joe Gustafson, PE, PTOE 
2016 NCITE President 
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2016 CTS Research Conference  
November 3rd, 2016 

The Commons Hotel - Minneapolis, MN 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2017 Minnesota Transportation Conference  

March 1-2, 2017 
St Paul River Centre - St. Paul,  MN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2017 ITE Annual Meeting  

July 30 - August 2, 2017  
Toronto, Ontario Canada 
More information to come. 

For professional development opportunities: 
http://nc-ite.org/content.php?page=Professional_Development_Meetings 

 
 

NCITE Calendar: 
http://nc-ite.org/calendar.php 
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The NCITE Summer Social was held on July 27th, 2016 once again at Britôs Pub in Minneapolis.  It was a 
perfect night to be up on the roof! 
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